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Introducing a Park 
Each national park has its own character, its special story 
as a part of the Canadian environment. The story of Prince 
Albert National Park is the transition from coniferous forest 
— the first type of trees to grow on the land after the ice 
age — to aspen and prairie grasslands, which came later. 
Prince Albert National Park, 1496 square miles in area, 
preserves superb examples of boreal forest, prairie 
grasslands and, separating the two, what is known as aspen 
parkland. It is located approximately 35 miles northwest of 
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan, and is the fourth largest of 
Canada’s national parks. 


Role of the Park 

The bedrock of the park was deposited in the great shallow 
seas of the Cretaceous period some 100 million years ago. 
These rocks are mainly shales, sandstones and 
conglomerates, and are buried bencath thick deposits of 
glacial till left by the glaciers when they receded from the 
area some 10,000 years ago. 

The great continental ice sheet moved into the area 
from the northeast. It carried with it material scoured from 
the Canadian Shield to the north. Later, as the ice began 
to melt and retreat, this material was deposited, creating 
the rolling hills and ridges, lakes, ponds and streams in the 
park today. 


Flora and Fauna 

Plant life in the park includes species characteristic of three 
floral zones — prairies, aspen parkland and boreal forest. 
The prairies are represented in the extreme south along the 
Sturgeon River, and form the southwest boundary of the 
park. Prairie is not usually found so far north. In the past 
it was probably maintained by fires, and it is gradually 
disappearing. 

Plants found in the prairie areas are northern bedstraw, 
meudow ruc, woolly yarrow, American vetch, prickly rose 
and western snowberry. 

Between the prairie and the boreal forest lies the aspen 
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parkland, where the dominant tree is the trembling aspen. 
In the south of the park, aspen groves surround the 
remaining areas of prairie. Northward, the conifers become 
more common, In damp areas balsam poplar is plentiful. 
Plants in the aspen parkland include beaked hazelnut, red 
osier dogwood, high bush cranberry, wild sarsaparilla and 
pink pyrola. 

More than half of the park is covered by boreal forest, 
Where the common trees are spruce: white spruce in the 
drier areas and black spruce in lowlands. Sandy soils have 
stands of jack pine. Other trees of the boreal forest zone 
are larch or tamarack, balsam fir and white birch, Many 
plants typical of the boreal forest are present, including 
Labrador tea, winflower, bunchberry or Canada dogwood 
and various asters. 

The park’s varied plant life supports a diverse animal 
population, cach animal found in the areas which suit its 
needs. The badger lives mainly in prairie areas; the elk in 
the aspen parkland; and the wolf in the boreal forest. Other 
large mammals include both white-tailed and mule deer, 
moose, black bear and woodland caribou, A small herd of 
plains buffalo is maintained in a fenced paddock near the 
south gate entrance. 

Small animals in the purk include mink, marten, 
coyote, red fox, snowshoe hare, red squirrel, lynx, skunk, 
beaver, muskrat and weasel. 


Birds are numerous in Prince Albert Nutional Park, 
and over 195 species have been recorded. In the marshes 
great blue herons are found; pileated woodpeckers inhabit 
the forests; waterfowl live on the lakes. You can frequently 
see many of the birds found near water: common loon, 
mallard, blue-winged teal, common tern, herring gull, 
marsh hawk, bald eagle and osprey. Other birds to look 
for include the gray jay, black-billed magpie, common 
raven, cedar waxwing, red-cyed vireo, olive-backed and 
hermit thrushes and warblers. White pelicans nest on an 
island in Lavallee Luke. Also found there ure 
double-crested cormorants and herring gulls. 
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Most reptiles and amphibians are unable to survive in 
northern latitudes. A rare sightis the snapping turtle and 
the garter snake. In spring, the frogs and toads make their 
presence known by a chorus of mating calls. Included are 
Canadian toads, wood frogs, boreal chorus frogs and 
leopard frogs 


Game fish are found in many of the park lakes; present 
are northern pike, lake trout and walleye. Lake whitefish 
may be taken with spinning and fly tackle 


How to get there: 
Situated about 35 miles north of the city of Prince Albert, 
the park is almost in the geographical centre of 
Saskatchewan, Highways 263 and 264 lead into the park 
from Highway 2, one of Saskatchewan's main north-south 
arteries. The park is accessible by car all year, and is served 
by the Saskatchewan Transportation Company buses during 
the summer season. 

A park motor vehicle permitis required for all 
vehicles, it may be purchased at the park gates. 


Camping and accommodation 
Camping brings you into closest contact with the park’s 
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natural environment. A fully serviced campground is 
located at Waskesiu and a semi-serviced campground at the 
Narrows. The Waskesiu campgrounds includes facilities for 
tents, as well as a modern, fully serviced trailer area. 
Adjacent to Waskesiu, the Beaver Glen campgrounds also 
offer modern conveniences. Small primitive campgrounds 
are situated on Crean, Kingsmere, Namekus, Trapper’s and 
Halkett Lakes. 

Daily fees al camp sites vary depending upon provision 
of services — electricity, water and sewer connections. 
Camping space is allocated on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Campgrounds open about May 15 and close about 
September 15, depending on weather conditions. The 
maximum allowable stay in a campground is two wecks. 

Visitors wishing to camp away from the established 
campgrounds must register with a warden before and after 
each trip, 

A variety of accommodation is offered by private 
businesses in Waskesiu, the park’s primary visitor services 
centre. 


Recreational facilities: 

Boating: Rowboats and canoes are permitted on most of 
the park’s larger lakes and ponds. Motor boats are restricted 
to Waskesiu, Crean, Kingsmere, Heart and Sandy Lakes, 
and must conform with federal navigational regulations and 
carry proper safety equipment. There are boat launching 
and docking facilities on Waskesiu Lake, the Narrows and 
Heart Lakes, and a launching ramp at Halkett Lake. 
Fishing: Fishing in the park is by permit, available from 

the park administration building or information centre, 
camping registration points or boat rental office. Fishing 
regulations are available from the same sources. 

Hiking: This is one of the best ways to explore the park 

Its 50 miles of trails lead to all sections, some to remote 
areas and call for overnight hikes, others are suitable for 
day walking, The trails are indicated on the map on this 
folder. Further information is available from wardens and 
naturalists, Overnight hikers in back country must register 
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with a park warden when they begin their hike, and on 
returning from it 

Prince Albert National Park is open all year, but 
complete facilities for visitors are provided only through the 
summer months. A variety of recreational facilities include 
an 18-hole golf course, lawn bowling, tennis courts, marina, 
a boat tour and a riding stable. Swimming is a popular 
activity at the Waskesiu Visitor Service Centre, and is 
supervised from about June 25 to Labour Day. There are 
several other unsupervised swimming beaches in the park 

Horses and bicycles are available for hire. Winter 
activities include cross-country skiing, ice fishing, 
snowshoeing and hiking. 


Getting to Know your park: 
We're anxious to share with you the story of how climate, 
landforms, plants and animals are inter-related and how 
together they make up the world of Prince Albert National 
Park. We've arranged a variety of free activities which we 
call the Interpretive Program, conducted by a trained park 
naturalist and his staff 

By day there are conducted hikes and car caravans; 
in the evening, in the various campgrounds, there are 
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interpretive slide and film presentations. A schedule of 
interpretive events is posted on bulletin boards, or is 
available from the park information office, the park 
naturalists or the Interpretive Centre, in the Waskesiu 
Visitor Services Centre. 

Self-guiding nature trails, roadside signs, exhibits and 
viewpoints help to explain the park's natural features. The 
park naturalist will address organized groups when 
arrangements are made in advance. 


A gentle reminder: 

Please help us to preserve this natural heritage by following 
a few basic rules, Take special care not to harm the 
environment. If you pick a wild Mower, the person following 
you will not see it. Left alone, the natural beauty and the 
natural balance of plants and animals can be enjoyed by 
future generations. 
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METRIC CONVERSION TABLE 
Jinch 2.5 centimetres 

1 sq. in 6,5 sq. centimetres 
1 foot 0.3 metres 
1sq.tt 0,09 sq. metres 
Vyard 0.9 metres 

1 sq. yard 0.8 sq. metres 
1mile 1.6 kilometres 
1sq. mile 2.6 sq. kilometres 
Vacre 0.4 hectares 
Note: 


This is but a reference map, designed to 
give you a general idea of what you will find 
in this park, his nota road, hiking, or 
boating map, 


Trail 


Highway Number 


Entrance 


Lac La Rongo 102 miles 
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Poste de garde 


Logement 


Terrain de golf 
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Grande route (tout-temps) 


Route secondaire 
(passable par temps sec) 


Sentier 


UO N° de la route 


{E] Entree 


TABLE DE LA CONVERSION METRIQUE 


1 pouce 

1 pouce carré 
1 pied 

1 pied care 

1 verge 

} verge carrée 
1 mille 

1 mille carré 
Jacre 


Anoter 


2.5 centimetres 

6,5 centimetres carrés 
0.3 metres 

0,09 metres carrés 

0.9 metres 

0,8 métres carrés 

1.6 kilometres 

2.6 kilometres carrés 
0.4 hectares 


Ceci n'est qu'une carte de reference 
dessinée dans le but de vous donner une 
idée generale de ce que vous trouverez 
dans ce parc, ll ne s'agit pas d'une carle 
de roule, de promenade ou de canotage. 


